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directly, and which seem to be also the most powerful. I
say ' seem' because what seems to us the most important
psychically is not necessarily the most important, or at least
need not remain so.
What are relatively the most immediate archetypes?
This question leads us directly to the problem of archetypal
functioning, and therewith into the heart of the difficulty.
From what angle shall we approach the question ? From
the view-point of the child ? Or from that of the primitive ?
Or from that of adult modern consciousness ? How can we
recognize an archetype? And when is it necessary to
•have recourse to this hypothesis ? I would like to suggest
that every psychic reaction that is out of proportion to its
exciting cause should be investigated as to whether it is not
in part conditioned by an unconscious archetype,
What I mean by that can best be illustrated by an
example, A child let us suppose is afraid of its mother.
We have first to assure ourselves that there is no rational
cause for this, a bad conscience, for instance, on the child's
part, or violence on the mother's, or something else that may
have happened to the child. If, however, there is nothing
of this kind to explain the fear, then I would suggest that the
situation be regarded as an archetypal one. Usually such
fears appear at night, and are wont to show themselves in
dreams. The child dreams of the mother as a witch who
pursues children. The conscious material behind these dreams
is often the Hansel and Gretel fairy-tale. It is often said,
then that the child should not have been given such a tale,
because the tale is thought to be the cause of the terror.
That is an erroneous rationalization, but nevertheless it
contains a kernel of truth in* that the witch motive is certainly
• the most apt expression for a child's terror, and always has
been so. That is why such fairy-tales exist. Infantile night-
terrors are a typical event that is always repeating itself, and
has always been expressed in certain typical motives of
fairy-tales.

